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FLETGHER LAKE
CLEAN-UP DAY

June 7th, 2025 at 9:30 AM

Location: Bridge on the Ocean Grove side of the lake.
Coffee, bagels, refreshments, bags, gloves will be
supplied. Join our community for a day of fun and sun.




Fletcher Lake Commission Agenda 
May 8th, 2025, 6pm  
Bradley Beach Borough Hall

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
■ Attendance 
■ Approval of the Minutes from February Meeting
■ Treasurer’s Report – Motion to pay bills

Old Business

New Business (Bullet-Points)
Planting around the lake

Beginning of watering of lake foliage in pots schedule – Ocean Grove to re-engage former watering person

Lake clean-up – June 7th 

Rain Date (determine)

HOA Beautification 

Floating gardens – Funding Opportunities 

Brochure – drafting

Bridge Staining 

Communication Coordination with other Commissions, Historical Societies and Municipalities

Aerator lighting discussion 
Discussion for possible garbage can replacement
Budget analysis with other Commissions 

■ Plants around the lake (reimbursement to A. DiMaio, S. Galasetti, L. Brown ($44.78 & $329.18, $153.51)

■ Initiation of watering of pots around the lake 
■ Floating gardens – Discussion of this funding and grants. (Linda Henderson & Lynda Brown)

Planting around the lake (approve reimbursement for costs)
■ Clean-up day for Fletcher Lake slated for Saturday, June 7th, 9:30am-Noon. Discuss publicizing the event through various means, and promote the recruitment volunteers to serve.  

■ Status update on the HOA Beautification Committee for the Ocean Grove side of Fletcher Lake. (WG)

■ New funding opportunities from NJDEP for Watershed and Land Management – Linda Henderson will present details. 

■ Purchase of colored stain by FLC (AD) The staining will be done by Bradley Beach DPW 

■ Historical Photos Fletcher Lake from Historical Society obtained by Bill Grafton and Shana Greenblatt (BB Liaison) collecting data for a joint informational brochure describing Fletcher Lake, which will be the initial document used as a means of connecting with the other lake commissions, historical societies and municipalities. 
■ Discussion on the possibility of replacing BB garbage cans to match Park cans - $6,000
■ Discussion on the possibility of installing lights on the aerator of the lake. Prior discussion was tabled due to insufficient cost assessment. The Fletcher Lake Commission will consider if and when to present this project to both Neptune and Bradley for their approvals. Costs for light $1,499.00 plus shipping & installation costs per aerator.
BB: Anthony DiMaio, Marc Rosenthal, Sal Galasetti, Shana Greenblatt Liaison (BB) (alt: Lynda Brown)

NP: Linda Henderson, Pam Reinhart, William Grafton, Robert Lane Neptune Liaison (alt: Nancy Gallagher)
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Fletcher Lake History – Bradley Beach - Ocean Grove, NJ

Fletcher Lake is a charming coastal lake nestled between the historic towns of Ocean Grove and Bradley Beach in Monmouth County, New Jersey. As part of a chain of coastal lakes formed thousands of years ago by glacial meltwaters and shifting barrier dunes, Fletcher Lake has long captured the imagination of residents and visitors alike.

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, Fletcher Lake played a key role in the appeal of the area as a resort destination. Locals and vacationers enjoyed boating, fishing, and leisurely strolls along its shore while the lake also served as a natural boundary between the two towns. Originally known as "Goose Pond" on early maps, the lake was later renamed in honor of John William Fletcher (1729–1785), a theologian influential in Methodism. Ocean Grove, founded in 1869 as a Methodist camp meeting ground, placed great value on

tranquility, spirituality, and stewardship of the natural environment. Fletcher Lake fit beautifully into this vision, offering both practical uses—such as drainage and water collection—and aesthetic enjoyment.

Fletcher Lake once extended west to Main Street, with springs feeding its clean, deep waters. These springs bubbled up from the lakebed, becoming more prominent as the lake was deepened. Early accounts describe the water as ideal for harvesting ice, a practice that became popular in the late 1800s. An icehouse built near the lake held up to 2,000 tons of pure ice, though the venture was short-lived due to inconsistent winter conditions.

Wildlife has long been part of Fletcher Lake’s story. Turtles, including a twenty-pound snapping turtle caught in the early 1900s, ducks and swans once populated the lake. In 1914, six swans were moved from Wesley Lake to Fletcher for the winter. Other species such as black swans and Muscovy ducks were also introduced by residents. However, human activity and environmental changes brought new challenges. Overpopulation of geese, stormwater runoff, and pollution gradually degraded the lake’s health.

The surrounding land also saw significant changes. In the late 19th century, the Ocean Grove Association purchased swampy land at the head of the lake and initiated improvements, including dredging and filling to make way for residential development. A 1911 effort to fill in the western end created thirty-one new lots. In 1930, a bulkhead and culvert were installed, further transforming the lake’s geography and connecting Pennsylvania Avenue in Ocean Grove with Madison Avenue in Bradley Beach.

The lake was also a scene of festive community life. In 1919, a summer carnival on the lake featured boats adorned with lanterns and bunting, with residents singing under the stars. In earlier years, a ferry operated to Pilgrim Pathway and a wooden bridge, once used on Wesley Lake, was repurposed for Fletcher. That bridge stood until a major storm in December 1992 destroyed it.

Legal and environmental challenges have marked Fletcher Lake’s more recent history. In the early 20th century, legal battles erupted when Neptune Township proposed discharging sewage into the lake. Community resistance and a series of lawsuits led to a compromise: a sewer pipe running under the lake and out to the ocean. While leakage and water quality concerns persisted over the decades, continued advocacy and municipal action helped address many of these issues. Dredging efforts in the mid-20th century, and again in 2014, helped maintain water flow and quality.

In 1992, the Fletcher Lake Commission was established by Bradley Beach and Neptune Township to oversee the lake’s preservation. This partnership continues to play a critical role today. In late 2023, a major revitalization project was completed, featuring a $1.2 million investment to replace a deteriorating bulkhead and create a new walking path. The bulkhead was reconstructed with durable composite materials, and a 4 foot-wide pervious walkway was installed to enhance accessibility and reduce flooding. A new boat ramp was also added for first responder training.

The project was a community effort, supported by Neptune Township, the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association, and the Shade Tree Commission. Since the upgrades, Fletcher Lake has seen renewed engagement, with residents enjoying safe paths, fishing, and the peaceful atmosphere. For locals, Fletcher Lake is more than a scenic body of water—it is a cherished gathering place, a link to the area’s heritage, and a symbol of shared commitment to environmental stewardship and community well-being.
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we know ponds

The Pond Guy

15425 Chets Way St
Armada, MI, 48005-1160
Phone: 866-766-3435

BILLTO:
Eric Brown
701 main st

Bradley Beach NJ 07720
United States of America

CUSTOMER P.O. NO.

SHIPPING TERMS
Free Shipping

LINE [TEM

SHIP TO:

Eric Brown
701 main st

Quote

Order No.: 0404728
Order Date: 412012025
: 01306344
usD
Ken .

Delivery Date
Expiration Date: 512912025

*Pricing good for 30 days from Order Date above.

Bradley Beach NJ 07720
United States of America

IERMS

No Terms.

SHIP VIA
TPG FedEx Home Delivery

ary.

<
=

1 §40537: Kasco LED4C11 4 Light Kit 11 Watt 200' Cord 1 EACH

PRICE EXTENDED PRICE DISCOUNT
143900  1439.00 0.00




