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A Bradley Beach Project to Beautify and Enhance Sylvan Lake
Why The Sylvan Lake Bulkhead Improvement Project Matters 
Sylvan Lake is one of Bradley Beach’s most important natural and recreational resources. Over time, storm impacts, sediment buildup and aging infrastructure have reduced the lakefront’s resilience, accessibility and health. The Borough has already begun a Sylvan Lake Revitalization program which has included replacement of the outfall pipe on the beach, outlet control structure gate replacement, and living shoreline enhancements on both Avon’s side and Bradley Beach’s side of the Lake. This project is designed to:
· Enhance protection from flooding and storm events.
· Improve water quality and ecological habitat through the introduction of a living shoreline and stormwater quality treatment device. 
· Create a more attractive and accessible lakefront for residents and visitors.
· Provide pedestrian connectivity along the lake.
What is Being Built 
1. New Bulkhead
A new bulkhead will be constructed along portions of the lakefront (along Bradley Boulevard) to stabilize the shoreline and protect adjacent public infrastructure and property.
2. Living Shoreline
Native vegetation, natural shoreline materials, and habitat features will be installed to create a living shoreline that improves ecological function, supports wildlife, and helps reduce erosion.
3. Pervious Walking Path
A new pervious walking path will be constructed along Sylvan Lake to improve public access while allowing stormwater to infiltrate into the ground rather than run directly into the lake.
4. Bradley Boulevard
The roadway pavement will be narrowed by six (6) feet to accommodate the new bulkhead, living shoreline, grass berm and walking path. Trees will be planted along the Park.  
Project Funding 
The project is funded with a $2.4 million grant from NJDOT’s Local Transportation Project Fund. Construction is 100% funded by this grant. 
 Project Schedule:
The following is the current anticipated project schedule:
	 Milestone Schedule 
	Completion Date

	Construction Begins 
	July 2026

	Installation of Block Bulkhead
	July - September 2026

	Installation of Curb, Pervious Walkway and living shoreline
	September - October 2026

	Installation of Manufactured Treatment Device
	October - November 2026

	Construction Complete 
	Mid-November 2025



Pedestrian and Traffic Safety 
Initiatives are underway to protect the public and promote safety. 
· The construction area extends for approximately 1,200 foot stretch of Bradley Boulevard.
· The construction area will be secured to allow the contractor to safely complete the work. 
· Two lanes of traffic will remain open during construction.
· Parking maintained on the northern side of Bradley Blvd.
Environmental Management 
Bradley Beach is also working closely with our Engineers and environmental agencies (State and Federal) to assure our compliance with all environmental regulations and protections, including: 
· Obtaining NJDEP and CAFRA permitting for environmental plan. 
· Committing to monitor Air and Noise impact for Borough Ordinance compliance.  
· Compliance and updates to the Bradley Beach Municipal Public Access Plan. 
Parking Changes and Temporary Walkway 
 Parking spaces along the southern side of Bradley Boulevard between Evergreen and Madison Avenues will be closed to facilitate construction. Residents are encouraged to utilize the parking spaces on the opposite side of Bradley Boulevard as well as the sidewalk on the northern side of the street. 
Bradley Beach will Communicate Project Updates 
We will use a variety of media to communicate as effectively and as efficiently as possible, 
including: 
· Borough-wide resident mailing to all residents, announcing the project.  
· Borough website homepage and special section for all pertinent documents and project newsletters.   
· Construction signage to alert residents they are entering a work zone.  
· Borough “flyers” providing paper instructions and updates at locations throughout town.  
· Council Meeting workshop presentation and regular project updates. 
· All Borough, Beach, Police and DPW staff will receive project information to support their public communications and interactions.
